
History of Public Art in 
Anchorage and Alaska

and the impact it has made on Artists

All images are provided and part of the 
Municipality of Anchorage 1% for Art Program 

These images are not to be duplicated or 
represented in any other way as they are 

copyrighted by the Artists and this 
presentation is owned by the MOA.



Austin Mecklem and Marianne Appel, Old Town in Alaska

"Often mistaken for WPA art, post office murals wer e actually executed by artists working for 
the Section of Fine Arts. Commonly known as "the Se ction," it was established in 1934 and 
administered by the Procurement Division of the Tre asury Department. Headed by Edward 
Bruce, a former lawyer, businessman, and artist, th e Section's main function was to select 
art of high quality to decorate public buildings if  the funding was available. By providing 
decoration in public buildings, the art was made ac cessible to all people." from "Articles 
from EnRoute : Off The Wall: New Deal Post Office Murals "



Gerald Conaway
Seward’s Monument
1967
Commissioned by
Mutual of New York for the 
anniversary of Seward’s 
purchase of Alaska?



John Tweed
Captain James Cook
reproduction by Derek 
Freeborn
Donated by BP as a 
Bicentennial Gift  1976 
Resolution Park



Robert Murray
Nimbus
1978
Alaska State Museum, Juneau



Keith Appel 
Aurora
1981 
Commissioned by the Anchorage 
Chamber of Commerce



Karsten Boysten 
C-Wave
Trail Lakes Fish Hatchery
1982

Alaska State Percent for Art 
Program



Susie Bevins
Nesbett Courthouse 

Lee Wallace and Edwin 
Dewitt
Attaining Balance Within
Nesbett Courthouse, AK
1997

Nesbett Courthouse 
1996



Alex Combs
Untitled 
Cook Inlet Pre-trial Facility
1983



Warren Carther
Euphony
2004
TSAIA, Anchorage 



Alaska Native Artwork Collection at the airport – all moved to one 
space.

Sonya Kelliher-Combs
Our Family
2004
TSAIA, Anchorage



Elmendorf Alaska Native Art Cases collected by Susan Fair



1% for Art in Rural Alaska

Jimmie Froechlich
Chefornak

Rob Goldberg and 
Donna Cattoti 
Haines



Kevin Smith 
Photographic Murals in Akiak of 
Elders and Life in the Village



High profile Project 
80’s artwork. 

Jeanne Leffingwell
Beaded Sky Curtain
1985
5 million beads 
Egan Civic and Convention Center



Carl Nesjar 
Untitled Fountain
Loussac Library 
1989

Currently being taken care 
of by AWWU volunteers



Mike Sirl
Moose
Cor-ten Steel
Kasuun Elementary School 
1996



Kathleen Carlo 
Doyon for the New Generation and Good by my Sonny Boy…hey ha  hiyo
Bass wood, feathers, gold leaf, copper, Milagros, brass tacks
Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center 
2009



Helen and Alan Dick
White Fish Trap
Made in Lime Village, Alaska
Bent wood, spruce roots
Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center
2008   



Jeff Patrick and Chris Bristah
What Memory Wants
Text and steel on stairs, South Anchorage High
2004



Pat Shelton and Ted Gardeline 
States of Matter

Tile Mosaic and steel benches
Begich Middle School 

2007

Functional and educational art

Cliff Garten

Artwork produced in collaboration 
with student writings
Cliff Garten
Raven Song
Bronze 
Begich Middle School 
2008

Artwork that can be 
hosed off!

Garth Edwards
Untitled 

Enamel on steel 
Animal Control Shelter

1988



Kim Brown
Plate Tectonics
Cor-Ten Steel
South Anchorage High School
2004 





Ronald W. Senungetuk
A Day in Puviglealuq's 
Life 100 Years Ago
Carved wood panels 
Office area Benny 
Benson (1992)

Narrative artwork that tells a 
story.

Chris Selin Standley
Under the Eagle’s Gaze
Eagle River Fire Station 
Carved wood panels 
(2003)



Albert Paley
Solstice
Painted steel and Cor-ten steel
Goldenview Middle School
1998



Susan Joy Share
Ceramic Tile Murals in Restrooms
South Anchorage High School 
2004 



Susan Joy Share
Ceramic Tile Murals in Restrooms
South Anchorage High School
2004 

Installed by Northland Tile 



Susan Joy Share
Information Ages – the history of the book and writing
Library at South Anchorage High School
2004



Susan Joy Share
Information Ages –
Details showing 
ancient writing 
methods
Library at South 
Anchorage High 
School



Susan Share
Providence Cancer Center 

Donor Wall



Susan Share
Providence Cancer Center 
Donor Wall 



Keith Appel 
Arctic Sonata
Rabinowitz Courthouse
Fairbanks 



Keith Appel 
Boreal Ballet
Northern Lights ABC School
1998



Keith Appel 
Chester Creek Icon
Chester Valley Elementary School 
2011



Keith Appel 
Unearthed Leviathan
Mirror Lake Middle School 
1997



Barbara Yawit and Andy Daoust
Three Wise Ones
Wendler Middle School 
2007



Barb Yawit and Andy Daoust
Among the Birch
Fused glass, mosaic column, painted and curved leaves
Chugach Option School 
2006









Barb Yawit and Andy Daoust
Flame of Life
Aluminum with concrete pad
Southport Fire Station 
2007

James Dault and Shala Dobson
Ready Seven
Cast Aluminum
Sand Lake Fire Station
2006 David Boxley2006 David Boxley

Carved Cedar Panel
Fire Station #10
2008



Paul Dungan
Six Figures
Coiled ceramic clay and rocks
Columbarium



Rob Holt
Three
Three carved benches attached to rock with iron, Abbott Loop Community Park
2006



Erin Pollock and Stephanie Kesey 
52 Faces
Mt. View Drive
2010



Erin Pollock and Stephanie Kesey and the participants 
in their piece of sculpture 
52 Faces
Mt. View Drive
2010



Mark Wedekind
Mad Dawg Table
Black Walnut, White Oak, glass and rock
Fire Station #4 Tudor and MacInnes
2009



Kevin Smith 
Firefighters Photos
Mounted photo collages
Station 4
2009



Andy Daoust working on plans with 
Delbert Cederberg at Allied 
Construction on Ascend sculpture at 
the Downtown Fire Station #1.

Kim Brown’s artwork being 
fabricated on site by Neeser 
Construction at the Anchorage 

Patricia and Juan 
Navarette 
Installing artwork at 
Eagle River High 
School with Walsky 
Construction.

Construction at the Anchorage 
Jail.



Barb Yawit and Andrew Daoust
Ascend
Fire Station 1
2002

Installation and foundation work 
by Delbert Cederberg, Allied 
Construction with Barb Yawit 
and Andrew Daoust



Sonya Kelliher Combs and Rochelle 
Dowdy installing, Winter Fall Spring 

Summer artwork at South 

Anchorage High School Library.
2004



Sonya Kelliher Combs model and 
actual piece. 



Sheila Wyne 
Big Game
Dimond High School 
2011





Erin Pollock, artist hired to helped form Big Game animals



Sheila Wyne 
Big Game
Installation by Buck Walsky
Walsky Construction



Big Game Sub Contractors and Major Materials Suppli ers
When the Municipality of Anchorage commissions a 1%  For Art contract, 
where does the money go? 
All but one of the individuals and major vendors li sted below are local businesses .

• Project Design & Management
– Sheila Wyne Studios

• Engineering
– Franklin & Associates

• Foundation Work
– Walsky Construction

• Computer Graphics
– Mike James Media
– Michael Gerace, RA

• Steel Fabrication
– SteelFab, Inc.

• Urethane Foam 
– Urethane Alaska

• Landscaping
• Dimond Greenhouses
• Foam Carving Crew

– Ben James
– Erin Pollock
– Stephanie Kese
– Eric Henry

• Mosaic Crew
– Sarah Whalen
– Erin Pollock
– Stephanie Kese
– Kerby McGhee

• Grouting Crew– Urethane Alaska
• Glass Tile & Supplies

– Pacific Tile
– Artistic Tile of Alaska

• Fiberglass Materials & Supplies
– PlasChem, Inc.
– Fiberglassing
– KesePollock, Inc.

• Lighting Engineer
– Barbara Meyer

• Light Fixtures
– Architectural Area Lighting, Inc
– North Coast Electric

• Painting
– Flying Colors

• Installation
– Walsky Construction

• Facilities Rental
• Anchorage Community Land Trust

• Grouting Crew
– Maximino Gonzales
– Scott Pugh
– Ed Mighell
– Michael Conti
– Erin Pollock
– Michael Gerace
– Kenneth Hart
– Ryan Romer

• Laborers
– Donald Schwall
– Chris Nelson
– Eric Henry

• Other Ancillary Vendors
– Alaska Industrial Hardware
– COSTCO
– Home Depot
– Carrs/Safeway
– Kaladi Brothers
– Car Quest



Catherine Doss-Senungetuk
How to Live Together
Mt. View Recreation Center
1999



James L. Grant, Sr.
A Dena’ina Day Around Cook Inlet
Stained Glass and Aluminum
Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center
2009



James L. Grant, Sr.
A Dena’ina Day Around Cook Inlet
Stained Glass and Aluminum
Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center
2009



Art Higgins
Eagle River Life
Ravenwood Elementary School 
1989 

Art Higgins
Romig Flyway
Romig Middle School  
1999 



Paula Dickey
…It’s a Cranberry World
Ravenwood Elementary School 
1985



James Schoppert 
Transition
Sullivan Arena
1983



Dennis Oppenheim
Performance Crystal
Bartlett High School 
2006





John Hoover 
Volcano Woman
Carved wood and trade beads
Egan Center 1984 



Photographers include:
Erik Hill, courtesy of the Anchorage Daily News

Chris Arend
Kevin Smith 
Hal Gage Hal Gage 

Jimmie Froechlich
Artists 



Municipality of Anchorage 

1% for Art 

343-6473
youngjh@muni.orgyoungjh@muni.org


